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Race and Racism   I.  Definitions   A.  Race  –   a  term used to designate the categorization of  humans based on  physical   c haracteristics (i.e. bone  structure, skin color, hair texture, etc.) .     B. Ethnicity  –   a  term used to designate the cat egorization of humans based on  sociological   characteristics (i.e.  language, food, music, clothing, customs, religion , culture, family).   C. Culture  –   a  t erm used to designate/describe the social behavior and   norms of any particu lar ethnic group.   II. A  Biblical Framework   A. From one Man God created all people .   Gen . 1:27   So God created man in his own imag e, in the image of God created he him; male and female created  he them.   Gen. 3:20   And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.   Acts 17:26     And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath  deter mined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation ;   B . O u t  of all men God created nations.   Gen. 10:5, 20, 31, 32   Gen. 11:8 - 9   So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: …   and from thence  did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.   Acts 17:2 6   And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath  determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation ;   III. Judging  Race Vs. Ju dgin g Eth nic /Cultural Expressions   A. Generally, God commands us to make judgements   on everything.    Amos   5:14 - 15   Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, the Go d of hosts, shall be with you, as  ye have spoken.   Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the Lord  God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.   Ps. 97:10   Ye that love the   L OR D , hate evil …   Rom. 12:9   Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good .   I Thess. 5:2 1 - 22   Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.   Abstain from all appearance of evil.   B. God does not judge  based on external   physical characteristics.   I Sam. 16:7   But the   L OR D   said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because  I have refused him: for the   L OR D   seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but  the   L OR D   looketh on the heart .   C. God judges  the behavior of ethnic groups/nations and cultures.   Lev. 18:24 - 25   Defile not ye yourselves i n any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast  out before you ..   and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.   Deut. 7:1 - 5, 9:45   Jer. 18:7 - 8   At what instant I shall speak conc erning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull  down, and to destroy it;   If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the  evil that I thought to do unto them.   Titus 1:12     One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, the  Cretans   are alway s   liars, evil beasts, slow  bellies .  


