Romans 3:20-31
Words and Their Meanings


I. Justified
v20… by the deed of the law no flesh shall be justified…
v24 …being justified freely by his grace…
v26 …the justifier of the one who has faith…
v28 …A man is justified by faith…
v30 …one God who will justify…
LBCF 11.7 Those whom God effectually calls, he also freely justifies,1 not by infusing righteousness into them, but by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous

Keaches 
Q. 37What is justification?
A.  Justification is an act of God's free grace, wherein He pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in His sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.

WLC 
Q.77 Wherein do justification and sanctification differ?
A. Although sanctification be inseparably joined with justification, yet they differ, in that God in justification imputeth the righteousness of Christ; in sanctification his Spirit infuseth grace, and enableth to the exercise thereof; in the former, sin is pardoned; in the other, it is subdued: the one doth equally free all believers from the revenging wrath of God, and that perfectly in this life, that they never fall into condemnation; the other is neither equal in all, nor in this life perfect in any, but growing up to perfection.

II. Faith 
v22…through faith in Jesus Christ…
v25 …a propitiation by his blood through faith
v26 …the one who has faith in Jesus…
v27 …the law of faith.
v28 ..a man is justified by faith
v30 …by faith …through faith…
Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Faith ≠ Works, Rom. 3:28, Rom 4:5, Rom 9:32, Gal. 2:16, Gal. 2:24, Phil. 3:9

WLC Q. 72 What is justifying faith?
A. Justifying faith is a saving grace, wrought in the heart of a sinner by the Spirit and Word of God, whereby he, being convinced of his sin and misery, and of the disability in himself and all other creatures to recover him out of his lost condition, not only assenteth to the truth of the promise of the gospel, but receiveth and resteth upon Christ and his righteousness, therein held forth, for pardon of sin, and for the accepting and accounting of his person righteous in the sight of God for salvation.






III. Faith’s Object 
v22 …faith in Jesus Christ..
v25 …A propitiation by his blood through faith…
v26 …faith in Jesus…
Rom. 9:33, Rom. 10:9, Rom. 10:11, John 1:12, John 3:36, John 8:24

LBCF 14.2 
By this faith a Christian believes to be true whatsoever is revealed in the Word for the authority of God himself,4 and also apprehends an excellency therein above all other writings and all things in the world,5 as it bears forth the glory of God in his attributes, the excellency of Christ in his nature and offices, and the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit in his workings and operations: and so is enabled to cast his soul upon the truth consequently believed;6 and also acts differently upon that which each particular passage thereof contains; yielding obedience to the commands,7 trembling at the threatenings,8 and embracing the promises of God for this life and that which is to come;9 but the principle acts of saving faith have immediate relation to Christ, accepting, receiving, and resting upon him alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.10
